
2025 Publication Award Winner – Dr. Roy Ellzey 

The Legend of the Fire Stag 

 
Dr. Roy Ellzey holds bachelor's and master' degrees in math and physics from 

the University of Mississippi, and a Ph.D. in Computer Science Education (Higher 
Ed Option) from the University of Texas at Austin. Besides his recent children's 
book, The Legend of the Fire Stag, he previously published two computer science 
textbooks with Science Research Associates, a major textbook company for the field. 
He served for 18 years as chair of the Computing and Mathematical Sciences 
Department of Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi, during the time that the 
textbooks were published, one of which was adopted and used by 105 colleges in 
their computer science classes. He has had lifelong interests in music (especially 
singing where he performed regularly across several venues), opera, and astronomy. 
He also enjoys hiking and watching movies (especially science fiction.) He lives in 
San Antonio with his wife, Dr. Sheri Phillabaum, a former English professor, and 
award-winning playwright. 

 

 


