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Did you realize that the Conservation
Society of San Antonio will mark its 100th 

Birthday in 2024? 

Auspicious occasions such as this deserve to 
be celebrated as Texans say, ‘early and often’. 
The milestone also reminds us to remember 
our beginnings. 

Organized on March 22, 1924 by 13 visionary 
women who recognized the urgent need for 
historic preservation, or, as Miss Anna Ellis so 
deftly said, “Shall I say, “Yes, I remember it,” or 
‘Here it is, I helped save it’?” With those simple 
words was born The Conservation Society of 
San Antonio, a mighty organization that has 
remained true to its purpose for the last century.

Amanda Cartwright Taylor was one of the 
13 ladies who rallied to Anna Ellis’ call. A 
proud founder of the Society, Taylor served 
two terms as President, fi rst from 1931-1933 
during the time the Society purchased and 
restored the Granary at Mission San José. 
That bold move by Taylor and the members 
of her Board marked the start of the Society’s 
sustained eff ort to preserve our historic San 
Antonio Missions. We can only imagine how 
proud she would have been when they were 
inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 2015. 
Amanda Cartwright Taylor was again elected 
President in 1939-1941 during the construction 
of the River Walk and La Villita. 

In recognition of her distinguished service, the 
Society established the Amanda Cartwright 
Taylor Award, the highest award we grant to 
the individual or organization who has given 
exemplary performance in support of the 
purposes of the Society.

The celebration of Amanda Taylor Cartwright’s 
distinguished leadership is once again making 
news. In December of 2021, George Sealy, III 
of Houston, Texas presented the Society with 
two major gifts. One established the Amanda 

Cartwright Taylor Distinguished Lecture and 
a second was given to provide an endowment 
to sustain the annual lecture over time. 

“As a young boy visiting from Galveston, 
my uncle George enjoyed frequent trips to 
the San José Granary restoration site with his 
Grandmother Amanda to deliver hand tools 
and check on progress during the Depression. 
Her tireless dedication to saving the Granary, 
La Villita and the Riverwalk made a lasting 
impression on him,” recalls George’s nephew, 
Ed Sealy. “He saw the amount of perspiration 
that it took to bring these projects to life. It is 
to that memory he honors with his gift.” 

“The Society is grateful for George Sealy’s 
generosity,” stated Society President, Kathy 
Rhoads. “My hope is that his vision inspires 
others to consider the opportunity to establish 
an endowment or a legacy donation in 
anticipation of our 100th Anniversary.”

The Amanda Cartwright Taylor Distinguished 
Lecture debuts on Wednesday, September 14, 
2022 at the McNay Art Museum at 6 PM. Our 
fi rst Distinguished Lecturer is David Vela, the 
recently retired Deputy Director of the National 
Park Service and author of the autobiography 
Hola Ranger: My Journey Through Our 
National Parks. Vela, a Texas native, began his 
career in the newly-established San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park and went on 
to become Superintendent of several National 
Parks, including Grand Teton National Park 
in Wyoming and Lyndon B. Johnson National 
Historical Park near Fredericksburg. In 2019, 
Vela became the first Latino to head the 
National Park Service when he became Acting 
Director. Vela’s book chronicles his 38-year 
career in the parks with insight and humor.

The lecture is free and open to the public. 
Please join us!

In Celebration of Amanda
Torrey Stanley Carleton, 3rd Vice President
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Kathy Rhoads, President

The Courand House - 1146 So. Alamo

Closing Day for the The Edward Steves Homestead: Terry Schoenert and Kathy 
Rhoads with the Conservation Society; and Ginger Klaerner with Mission Title

Community Grants - Accepting Applications August 1st
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THE APPROACH TO PRESERVATION
Vincent Michael, Executive Director
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VIVA NIOSA!!!

NIOSA®
Jana Foreman, NIOSA Chairman

he week of June 27 marked the merger between the 
Southwest School of Art and UTSA, a joint eff ort to 

create a world-class art school in San Antonio on the grounds 
of the historic Ursuline campus.

hen I fi rst moved to City of San Antonio (COSA) in 1981, 
the managing partner threw a fi le on my desk and told me 
to walk across the street and fi nd out what trouble the ladies 
of Southwest School of Art had caused. After over 40 years 
of being largely pro-bono legal counsel, Board Chair, and 
trustee, I hope you won’t mind my refl ections. 

he history of the School is one of multi-talented, visionary, 
strong women. The School was originally founded by eight 
nuns who arrived in Galveston in 1851, and then travelled 
across the uninhabited Texas frontier by donkeys, facing 
cactus, Indians, heat, and insects, with the task of opening 
an Order of the Ursulines in San Antonio. They encouraged 
young Francois Giraud, the fi rst COSA Surveyor and later 
Mayor, to build a Convent, a Chapel, and later the Academy 
Building. Sisters Mary Patrick Joseph and Mary Augustine 
Joseph led this eff ort.

ater, the School became a school for San Antonio’s young 
women, both boarding and day students. This was the fi rst 
school for women, as only men were taught to read and 
write. These strong Ursuline Nuns provided education to 
women in a wide range of fi elds, including the arts. Mother 
St. Ursula Hudson, the Reverend Mother of the Convent, led 
the Ursuline in the 20th Century.

n 1965, the Ursulines vacated the downtown campus for 
the suburbs, leaving the historic buildings vacant and almost 
demolished by a developer.

ortunately, more strong women, largely with the help of the 
Conservation Society, purchased the buildings and grounds, 
and entered into an agreement whereby the Southwest Craft 
Center (SWCC) would relocate from La Villita and build a 
non-profi t art education center. The SWCC grew into one of 
the preeminent studio art schools in the country, led again 
by strong, creative women.

t the School, we frequently refer to the “angels” who along 
the way restored and sustained the beautiful buildings and 
grounds, names like Nancy, Ruthie, Floy, Emily, Edith, 
Maggie, Helen Marie, Paula, and so many others. Hopefully 
UTSA recognizes the history, beauty, and center of learning 
that the Southwest Craft Center is a result of these strong, 
visionary women. The angels will be watching…

SOUTHWEST CRAFT CENTER
Frank Burney, Attorney



G E D
DONATIONS: M 1, 2022  J 30, 2022

P C D

B  M F

F B D

D

MEMORIALS: I M O...
E “L” B

H G 

M I 

I S

L W. J

HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH SEMINAR ~ MAY 14TH 
“T S   C: S A P”

 e Advocate Vol. 60 No. 2 Summer 2022 5



                     6  e Advocate Vol. 60 No. 2 Summer 2022

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! March 1, 2022- J 30, 2022
C M

A M

NEWLYELECTED ACTIVE MEMBERS

2022-2023 OFFICERS
President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

3rd Vice President

4th Vice President

5th Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

2022-2025 ELECTED DIRECTORS

Historic Homeowner Fair Capital Club Event @ Roosevelt Library NIOSA Opening Parade



Corinthian Level

Ionic Level

Doric Level

Pillar Level

Keystone Level

CAPITAL CLUB MEMBERS

 e Preservation Advocate is published by  e Conservation Society of San Antonio.
Send letters, articles, or comments to: conserve@saconservation.org.

Submission deadline for the Fall Newsletter is Friday, September 2, 2022. 

Publications Committee: Paul Ringenbach, Ph.D., Chair; Paula Piper, Vice Chair; 
Kathy Rhoads, Ex Offi  cio; Murphy Emmons; Christine Forestier; Gary Houston; Velma Nanka-Bruce

JUNIOR ASSOCIATES SPRING ADVENTURES
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‘Here it is, I helped to save it’ - Miss Anna Ellis - 1927
FAIRMOUNT   HOTEL 
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Monday, August 1st

A O  C G

Monday, September 5th

L D H - O C

Sunday, September 11th at 2:00 pm
J A M

** ursday, September 14th at 6:00 pm

A C T 
D L  B S 
“A L’ J T O 
N’ N P”
Chiego Lecture Hall - McNay Art Museum

6000 N. New Braunfels Ave, 78209

Wednesday, September 28th at 5:30 pm
G M M
Location TBD

Friday, September 30th at 9:00 am-4:00 pm
D  C G
Stuemke Barn at 107 King William

 ursday, November 24th - Friday November 25th

T H - O C

Wednesday, December 7th at 4:00 pm
 W C F 
S M  F
Location TBD

Kathy Rhoads, Ex Officio; Murphy Emmons; Christine Forestier; Gary Houston; Velma Nanka-Bruce

SAVE THE DATES !


