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The Bexar County Historical Commission and the Texas 
Historical Commission (THC) invite the members of the 

Conservation Society to attend the dedication of the THC 
Marker for the Mexican Village in the Japanese Tea Garden 
on September 24th at 10am. When the Garden was built, 
Parks Commissioner Ray Lambert advertised for families 
to come and live in three cottages and make items to sell to 
the tourists.

Basilio Aguilar made clay and pottery items, Mrs. Pozo 
wove cane chair seats and blinds of bullrush, and the 

Rangel family made baby clothes. The families also served 
Mexican dinners to the tourists in the large pavilion adjacent 
to the cottages. Mexican Village children played with the 
Jingu children who lived in their house in the upper part 
of the Garden and all of them walked through The Park 
to Lamar Elementary School together. The anti-Japanese 
sentiment during WWII resulted in the city turning off the 
water and the Jingus and the Mexican Village families were 
forced to leave. 

Descendants of several of the families will be attending the 
dedication. Speakers for the event include Conservation 

Society members; Bexar County Historical Commission 
Chairman, Tim Draves; Maria Pfeiffer; Lynn Bobbitt; Betty 
Bueché; and Mary Jane Verette. Entertainment will be by 
Campanas de las Americas Mariachi, and Central Catholic 
High School Color Guard will present the colors.

Dedication of First Texas Historical Commission Marker 
In Brackenridge Park Since 1965

Patsy Light, Society Member

Two former Guilbeau homes were built by Francois 
Guilbeau I and Francois Guilbeau II. Both homes were 

located in the 500 block of South Main Street in downtown 
San Antonio. The second and largest Guilbeau home was 
razed in 1952 to make way for the South Main Street post 
office located a few blocks south of the courthouse. The 
earlier and much smaller Guilbeau home AKA, the “Slave 
Quarters,” was razed sometime after the larger one was 
demolished. It is thought this small house was likely the first 
home built by Francois Guilbeau I and was later used as 
housing for slaves. The existing Guilbeau structure at 9290 
Leslie Road in San Antonio appears to be one of the few 
remaining historic structures built by the French-American 
settlers in the county.

This Guilbeau property is eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places as a significant supplement to the 

Historic Farms and Ranches of Bexar County, Texas, multiple 
property designation, which lamented a lack of evidence of 
extant French complexes.

In 1960 Arthur L. Coleman wrote an article for the San 
Antonio Express-News, entitled, “For Land’s Sake – San 

Antonio Is Suffering Another Tear-It-Downitis Infection.” 
Sixty-one years later, one cannot help but wonder if that 
infection is still occurring today.

Please help us save the Guilbeau House by calling your City 
Council representative and/or sending your comments. 

For additional information refer to the Historic Farm and 
Ranch website sponsored by the Conservation Society 

of San Antonio, https://farmandranch.omeka.net/exhibits/
show/guilbeauhouse and/or the case information for the 
Historic Design and Review Commission for the City of San 
Antonio. https://sanantonio.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.
aspx?ID=4732750&GUID=3CF58995-F052-4A54-91F2-
75942F315E62&Options=&Search=

(Continued from page 4)

Historic Guilbeau Farm House Endangered 

Photo Credit: UTSA Libraries Special Collections

Photo Credit: https://farmandranch.omeka.net/exhibits/
show/guilbeauhouse/gilbeauhouse



Proceeds from “A Night In Old San Antonio® (NIOSA®) go 
to supporting many of the programs of the Conservation 

Society. As of August 1st, the application process for the 
popular Community Grants went live. Now through the 24th 

of September, the Society will accept applications for either 
Building Grants or Educational Grants. The grants align 
directly with the purpose of the Society which is to: “preserve 
and to encourage the preservation of historic buildings, 
objects, places and customs relating to the history of Texas, 
its natural beauty and all that is admirably distinctive to our 
State.” Since 1990, the Society and the Society Foundation 
have awarded almost $2.75 Million in Community Grants.

Building Grants are awarded to individuals/ organizations 
for the restoration or rehabilitation of historic structures 

in the San Antonio area (that are at least 50 years old). These 
grants are used to help with restoration or rehab of roofs, 
foundations, windows, plaster, facades, chimneys, front 
doors, porches and stonework. To access the application or 
for more information, visit: www.saconservation.org/what-
we-do/building-grants/

Educational Grants are awarded to individuals and 
organizations for educational projects such as 

research, video production, publications, printing, and 
documents conservation, all kinds of projects related to 
historic preservation. To access the application or for more 
information, visit: www.saconservation.org/what-we-do/
educationalgrants-scholarships/

Completed application forms cannot be submitted online; 
applications must be mailed or submitted in person to 

the Society headquarters at: 107 King William Street, San 
Antonio, TX, 78204. We are open Mondays through Fridays 
between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. The deadline 
for all applications is 4:00 pm, Friday, Sept. 24th. The 
Community Grants Committee will notify recipients and 
non-recipients in early December.
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Business Member
Lux Agency, LLC
Organizational Member
Las Misiones 
Associate Members
Bea Ackerman-Castellanos
Ryan Barry

Carter Brown 
Ingrid Cropper 
Joseph Dorsey
Carl Duane Dyer
Lydia Rae Garcia
Morgan Gerlach
Linda Graves
Chrstine Hollan

Justin Ivy
Grant Knight
Lorie Campos
Mukul Malhotra
Steve Martinez
Tracy Midcap
Pamela Noble
Anne Palermo 

Ryan Reed
Anisa Schell
Rebecca Simmons
David Swint
Samuel Vasquez
Lisa Vaughn
Michael Villa
Belinda Molina Yndo

Welcome New Members!
April 16, 2021-August 27, 2021

Community Grants Now Live:

Educational Community Grants

Building Community Grants

Junior Associates Kick Off New Year
September 12th at 2PM - Gardening Day
December 5th at 2PM - Gingerbread House Decorating
Meeting notices for the year are being sent to all active Junior Associate 
Members - Please contact the office if you have not received your notice.

Abelardo Zavala
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The Preservation Advocate is published by The Conservation Society of San Antonio.
Send letters, articles, or comments to: conserve@saconservation.org.

Submission deadline for the Winter Newsletter is Friday, November 12, 2021. 

The purpose for which the San Antonio Conservation Society was formed is to preserve and encourage the preservation 
of historic buildings, objects, places and customs relating to the history of Texas, its natual beauty and all that is admirable 
and distinctive to our State; and by such physical and cultural preservation to keep the history of Texas legible and intact, 
to educate the public, especially the youth of today and tomorrow with knowledge of our inherited regional values.

Publications Committee: Paul Ringenbach, PhD, Chair; Paula Piper, Vice Chair;  
Kathy Rhoads, Ex Officio; Murphy Emmons; Christine Forestier; Gary Houston; Velma Nanka-Bruce

2021 Capital Club

Preservation 
Corner

Imogen Cooper
Louisa Dulaney

Bobbie Dale Giffen
Joyce Trent

Bricks & Mortar 
Friends  

Mary Jane Blanco 
Sharon Hearn

Foundation 
Builders
Carter Brown

Madeline McCloskey
William McDonald

Willa McDonald
Marti Salazar

Janet Williams

Donor 
Robert Buchanan

Patricia Evans-English
Michele Krier
Jerry Martinez

Kathy Rodriguez
Regina Torrez

Corinthian Level 
Glazer’s
 

Doric Level 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Dietel
Mr. Jeffrey Fetzer, FAIA
Mr. & Mrs. Scotty Light
Mr. Chico Newman
Mr. Patrick Williamson
 

Pillar Level 
Ms. Anne Alexander
AREA Real Estate
Mrs. Margie Arnold
Mrs. Ann Griffith Ash
Drs. Otis Baskin
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Bibles
Mr. Robert T. Buchanan
Ms. Leticia Diaz
Mr. & Mrs. John Forestier, Jr.
Frost Bank
Mr. Oliver Gunnels

Mr. Steve Hixon
Mr. Emerson P. Huebinger
Mrs. Carolyn B. Jackson
Mr. Mitchell Kaliff
Mr. James Lifshutz 
Mr. Dennis McDaniel
Motif Boutique Brokerage
Mr. Tom Sharp
Shivers & Shivers
Mrs. Mary West Traylor
Mrs. Mary Jane Verette
 

Keystone Level 
Dr. Anna Catherine Armstrong
Ms. Nancy Avellar  
Mrs. Magdalena Barrera
Ms. Susan Beavin
Ms. Torrey Stanley Carleton
Mr. William Crow 
Ms. Rosemarie Q. Donelson
Mrs. Allison Elder
Ms. Missy Finck

Mr. James R. Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Joey Groff
NRP Group
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Hartmann
Mr. James L. Hollerbach
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys
Mr & Mrs Ray B Ince Jr
Ms. Barbara Johnson
Mr. Paul Kinnison, Jr. 
Mr. Mitchell Kaliff
Las Misiones
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Lyons
Mrs. Debra Maltz
Mr. Jerry Martinez
Ms. Whitney McCarthy
Ms. Celeste McEntire
Ms. Roxana McGregor
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Michael
Ms. Prentice Miller
Mrs. Shanon Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Moran

Ms. Linda Child Nairn
Ms. Sandra O‘Banion
Mrs. Mary Maxwell Oliver
Mr. Jon Ott
Mr. Robert Penshorn
Mr. Joseph Penshorn
Republic of Texas
Ms. Kathy Rhoads
Ms. Marlene Richardson
Ms. Gretchen Rose
Ms. Kate Ruckman
Mr. & Mrs. William Sands
Mr. & Mrs. David Schoenert
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Schulze
Ms. Ron Stinson
Mrs. Virginia Van Steenberg
Ms. Dru Van Steenberg
Mr. Andrew Waterman
Mr. V.T. Wood (Skip)
Mrs. Belinda Molina Yndo

Donations: April 16, 2021 - August 27, 2021

Memorials: In Memory Of...
Hilario Guajardo

Mary Guajardo



 

‘Here is is, I helped to save it’  
Miss Anna Ellis - 1927

Granary Doors Rescued by 
the Conservation Society  

The Society’s First Step Towards  
a World Heritage Designation

In 1926, the Society learned that 
the original wooden doors to the 
granary at Mission San José were to 
be destroyed. Mrs. Essie Castanola, 
Secretary and Treasurer, rescued the 
doors from a trash heap and paid 
$50.00 from the Society to Ignacio 
Salcedo. Today, the doors are on 
display at Mission San José. This 
was the first recognition by the San 
Antonio community of the Missions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Monday, September 6th 
Labor Day Holiday - Offices Closed 
Sunday, September 12th at 2:00 pm 
Junior Associate Meeting
Notice sent out to all enrolled Juniors

Wednesday, September 22nd at 5:00 pm
General Membership Meeting: “Reactivation of the Sunken Garden Theater” 
Register in advance for this meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvc-6pqzosH9LUBgJ1THvHGck8rlbnN1fg 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

Friday, September 24th at 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Deadline for Community Grants 
in the Stuemke Barn at 107 King William 
Friday, September 24th at 10:00 am
Dedication of Historical Marker at Brackenridge Park 
in the Japanese Tea Garden

Thursday, November 25th - Friday November 26th 

Thanksgiving Holiday - Offices Closed 
Wednesday, December 8th at 4:00 pm 

2021 Weihnachtsfeier Celebration For Society Members & Friends
Edward Steves Homestead - 509 King William

 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvc-6pqzosH9LUBgJ1THvHGck8rlbnN1fg 

