Help Support Historic Preservation Programs

At the February Board of Directors meeting, Third Vice President Virginia Van Cleave reported that funding for several important preservation projects had been cut in President Obama’s Budget FY2011.  The following letter gives further information. You may personalize this letter and send it directly to your representatives in Congress through the Web link (to the National Trust for Historic Preservation) at the bottom of this page.
Subject: Restore Funding for Historic Preservation

Dear [Decision Maker],
I am asking for your help in restoring vital historic preservation programs proposed for elimination or cuts in the President's FY 2011 Budget Request.

The President's budget proposes to eliminate funding for key historic preservation programs - Save America's Treasures (SAT) and Preserve America (PA) -- and reduce funding for National Heritage Areas by half.

Historic preservation programs like Save America's Treasures, Preserve America and National Heritage Areas are critical programs -- now more than ever -- not only because they safeguard our national heritage but because they serve as economic development engines and job creators in the thousands of communities they serve.

Save America's Treasures, the federal government's only bricks and mortar grant program, is one of the most successful tools we have for preserving the places that tell America's story.  Over the past 10 years, Save America's Treasures has worked to restore over 1,100 structures and collections in every state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  Almost $300 million has been allocated through the program and because it requires a one-to-one match, it has generated an additional $377 million from other sources making it a model federal program that successfully leverages private dollars from corporations, foundations and individuals.

And preservation programs like Save America's Treasures, Preserve America and National Heritage Areas generate economic development and create jobs, in part because rehabilitation is 20 to 40 percent more labor-intensive than new construction.  It is estimated that the SAT program ALONE has added over 16,000 jobs to local and state economies.

At a time when supporting sustainable communities and creating jobs are top priorities for Congress and the Administration, it is tragically shortsighted to overlook or even cripple the power and potential of historic preservation programs.  These projects are catalysts for other economic activity in communities, including heritage tourism, which is documented as a $194 billion industry annually.

Save America's Treasures is funded through the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF).  The HPF is funded not by taxpayer dollars but through revenues from Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas leases.  Yet since its inception, the HPF has typically only received one-third to one-half of its annual authorization of $150 million.  Elimination of the SAT program would result in a 30 percent cut to the HPF, the very backbone of the national historic preservation program.

Please restore funding ($25 million for Save America's Treasures, $4.6 million for Preserve America and $17 million for National Heritage Areas) for these critical programs to their FY 2010 levels as you move forward in developing your spending bills for FY2011.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, State ZIP]
Web link:

https://secure2.convio.net/nthp/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=536
SAMPLE GRANTS:  
Preserve America Grants – Texas (2006 to present)

Cultural and Heritage Tourism Initiative 

Abilene, Texas

$111,832

The project will implement the heritage tourism plan that was created for the city.  Activities will include advertising, traveling media, heritage brochure, web page, cross-marketing program, and full-color hardback book showcasing the historical sites of Abilene.

Heritage Tourism Plan for City of Castroville’s Biry House Complex 

Castroville, Texas

$29,400

The grant will be used to develop a heritage tourism plan for the Biry House and Barn Complex. The complex will ultimately be rehabilitated to serve as a living-history house museum of mid-nineteenth century pioneer life.

Farm-to-Market Museum & Heritage Center 

Pharr, Texas

$145,000

Funds will be used to develop a plan for the creation of the Farm-to-Market Museum and Heritage Center to benefit and support the revitalization of downtown Pharr.  The project includes the completion of several key studies including research analysis, marketing, and economic development for the conception of the museum and heritage center.

Texas Heritage Trails Program 

Texas Historical Commission

$147,000

Funds will be used to develop new training and assistance component of the Texas Heritage Trails Program through a guidebook and workshop series.  The result will be in-depth training for community representative on the successful development of heritage tourism.

El Camino Real Heritage Tourism Plan 

El Paso, Texas

$50,350

This project will develop a heritage tourism plan that will explore the broad cultural and historic heritage of El Paso, including architecture, archeology, folklore and community celebrations.  It will also examine the natural, scenic, and recreational resources as well as the infrastructure and transportation components of the area.

Documenting Community Histories in Hearne, Texas  

Hearne, Texas

$35,636

Collect oral histories documenting personal accounts of Hearne’s older residents’ memories and interactions with historic sites like the Hearne Depot or Camp Hearne, the World War II prisoner-of-war camp.

Historic District Wayfinding Program 

McKinney, Texas

$43,949

Funds will be used for the manufacturing and installation of wayfinding signage in the historic downtown district of the city of McKinney.

Brownsville-21 Project 

Brownsville, Texas

$132,870

The City of Brownsville will develop a GIS based interactive web application, as well as brochures, signage, and informational kiosks, in an effort to provide greater accessibility and information for their historically significant resources.  These educational resources will also have a kid friendly and bilingual component to make them more accessible to all visitors.  The goal of this work is promote and enhance the heritage of Brownsville and attract visitors to the region.

Heritage Trails of Bastrop, Texas  

Bastrop, Texas

$70,000

The City of Bastrop, part of the newly designated federal trail El Camino Real de los Tejas, will collaborate with local partners to promote awareness of the cultural, historical, and natural resources and experiences that are available to visitors.

Gateway to Historic Galveston

Galveston, Texas

$30,000

The City of Galveston will promote its historical resources through an improved system of marketing, gateways, wayfinding, and interpretation.  This system of interpretation is needed in order to better market historic Galveston to tourists and visitors.

Fair Park Interpretation Program





Dallas, Texas

$250,000

Fair Park is one of the last remaining World’s Fair sites in the United States and the City of Dallas intends to provide an interpretation and educational program to commemorate this site and event.  Funding will supply the program with a visitor information booth, a permanent outdoor exhibit, interpretive signage, and printed materials.  

Marshall History Museum and Memorial Hall Planning Project





Marshall, Texas

$65,000

The City of Marshall will develop a comprehensive architectural design plan which will enable the city to plan for the adaptive reuse of the former “Marshall Memorial City Hall”.  The city also plans to design and develop new exhibits for Harrison County Historical Museum’s new installation in Memorial Hall and re-installation in the Harrison County Courthouse.  

Community-Based Cemetery Interpretation: Linking Heritage, Preservation, GIS, Curriculum, and Web Services
Nacogdoches, Texas

$250,000

Funds will enable the City of Nacogdoches to develop a pilot project that showcases interpretive, educational and digital products for Oak Grove and Zion Hill Cemeteries.  The city also plan to assist participating communities within Nacogdoches and the Crossroads Region of El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail with their cemetery interpretation efforts through workshops, technical assistance, and web-based services.  

Willkommen to Fredericksburg ~ Welcoming and Guiding Signage Enhancements




Fredericksburg, Texas

$90,000

In partnership with public and private partnerships, the City of Fredericksburg plans to enhance their welcoming and guiding signage to help navigate visitors and seeks to devise a specific plan of action to implement signage design and placement.
Preserve America and Texas Main Street: Partners in Community Development




Texas Historical Commission

$218,615

The State Historic Preservation Office of Texas seeks to dramatically expand and enhance technical preservation assistance provided to communities across the state through the Texas Main Street Program.  The initiative will also involve preservation training and education for the public through a series of seminars.  Grants will target projects that enhance local inventories of historic properties, promote cultural diversity, measure the economic benefits of historic preservation to small cities and towns, and provide detailed technical assistance to local communities in the promotion their historic resources and heritage tourism.  Funds will be targeted at Texas Main Street Communities that are also designate Preserve America Communities.
